
VISUAL PRESENTATION
TOLERANCE 2
Bystander – Does it matter?
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Classroom workshops on human rights, tolerance and democracy, produced by the Living History Forum.
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Listen to the story of Gitta
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Analysis of the sound bite

•	 What facts have we got? What do we know?

•	 How did Gitta Sereny perceive the situation? What did she feel?  
How did she feel?

•	 How did Dr Berggrün and his wife perceive the situation?  
What did they feel? How did they feel?

•	 How could an ideology influence our way of thinking? Try to give  
other examples where ideologies have had and influence/are having  
an influence in peoples’ behaviour and actions.  
What about our own country?

•	 Why do you think some people remain passive while others, like Gitta, 
choose to take action even if the situation is very dangerous? 
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First they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Communist

Then they came for the Socialists
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Socialist

Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a trade unionist

Then they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Jew

Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me

Pastor Martin Niemöller (1892–1984)


